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stands Italian well enough to read the Italian newspapers.
He is acquainted with Polish, and during his four years1
sojourn by the Neva he studied Russian so assiduously that
he can converse freely in, that tongue. The late Czar
Alexander was much impressed when Bismarck, one day,
addressed him in his own language, no trifling feat for a
German. The great mathematician, Gauss, once found it
necessary to take up some abstract study as a relief to his
special occupation. The choice was offered to him between
the Russian language and the vast, complicated Linnaean
system of botanical classification. He decided upon com-
mitting the latter to memory, and eventually succeeded in
doing so. Russian, with its enormous wealth of forms and
innumerable exceptions to every grammatical rule, appeared
to him too difficult The Chancellor is not so well up in
the dead as in the living languages. " When I was in the
first class at school," he told me at Ferrieres, " I could
write and speak Latin very well. Nowadays I should find
it difficult to do either; and as for Greek, I have forgotten
all about it."

Amongst the sciences, Prince Bismarck has always enter-
tained a predilection for history, geography, and political
economy. He is posted up in their literature and reads new
historical works, such as Taine's admirable account of the rise
and fall of the first French Revolution, with keen interest.
In the matter siMles lettres he accords the palm to Goethe
and Shakespeare. He says that he could pass many a year
upon a desert island with some of Goethe's works for his
sole companions. Schiller, is less sympathetic to him,
probably by reason of his pronounced dislike to a pompous
and declamatory style; he regards the apple-shooting
episode in' William Tell' as unnatural, and the premeditated
murder of Gessler from an ambuscade as unworthy of a hero.